
















VILLAGE OF CAMBRIDGE 
56 North Park Street 

Cambridge, NY  12816 
(518) 677-2622 

clerk@cambridgeny.gov 
 

Oct obe r 3 , 2 0 1 2  
 

Mr. Henry Bates 
8 North Park Street 
Cambridge, NY 12816 
         
Dear Henry and family,  
 
It is with great pride and remembrance that the Village of Cambridge, Board of Trustees, reflects on the life of 
Ruth Bates as a Village leader. During Ruth’s life time she was involved in Village affairs, setting an example in 
many areas that showed the way for other women to follow.  It is truly amazing that one woman could do so 
much! 
 
She led the way for women of the Village to be involved in government and to make a difference in how our 
Village operated.  She became the first woman Mayor of the Village in 1980, in an era that women were more 
likely to be focused on their families.  Ruth was mayor in an era of firsts for women across the country. 
 
She was the first woman to become a fire fighter in the Cambridge Volunteer Fire Department.  She did not set 
her sights on a supporting role but rather on being on the front lines of fire fighting. 
 
When Ruth saw a need she did not hold back.  She realized our small Village needed a well organized and well 
functioning rescue squad.  She joined with other liked minded people to create the modern day Cambridge 
Valley Rescue Squad. 
 
The list goes on, with Ruth being a integral part of the Zoning Board of Appeals for many years and then when 
she had an opportunity she moved on to the Washington County Planning Board.  In each of these positions she 
worked to ensure development was in the best interest of our Village and County. 
 
In he r “s pare ” t im e  s he  be cam e  a  s choo l bus  d rive r and  a  s t aunch advocat e  fo r e m ploye e  
be ne fit s  fo r d rive rs  and  worke d  hard  wit h t he  powe rs  t ha t  be  t o  b ring  t hos e  be ne fit s  t o  
re a lit y. 
 
Ruth was truly a role model for civic engagement, getting involved and working to make her community a better 
place to live.  We are proud to have had such a wonderful woman living here and working for the Village of 
Cambridge. 
 
It is with sincere gratitude that we, the Village Board of Trustees, acknowledge her efforts. 
 
 
______________________________   _________________________ 
Stephen Robertson, Mayor                    Alan Dupuis, Deputy Mayor 
         and Village Trustee 
 
_______________________________                __________________________ 
Rick Lederer-Barnes, Village Trustee                 Sara Kelly, Village Trustee 
 
______________________________ 
Valerie Reagan, Village Trustee	  














